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April 13, 2020

Mayor R. Keith Summey

North Charleston City Council Members
City of North Charleston City Hall

2500 City Hall Lane

North Charleston, S.C. 29406

Dear Mayor Summey and North Charleston Council Members:

April 4, 2020 marks the fifth anniversary of the murder of Walter Scott, a Black father, by
a former North Charleston Police Department (NCPD) officer. Sadly, Mr. Scott’s death
is just one example of the use of lethal or excessive force by NCPD officers against people of
color. Other victims include: Edward Snowden (2000); Ashberry Wylder (2003); Robert Bishop
(2011);  Sheldon  Williams  (2011);  Evelyn DeVillegas (2011); James  Cannon
(2012); and Arkein Campbell (2018).

Additionally, NCPD’s investigation of complaints against police and traffic stops have
revealed racial disparities. For example:

e In 2017, areport by the NAACP Legal Defense Fund (LDF) found that a disproportionate
number of Black residents (60%) filed complaints against NCPD police officers when
compared to white residents (33%), yet NCPD sustained Black residents’ complaints at
lower rates (31%) when compared to white residents (50%).

e In 2019, 60% of NCPD’s traffic stops resulting in no citations or arrests involved Black
persons even though the Black population of North Charleston was only 46%.

With this track record, North Charleston residents of color are understandably distrustful and
fearful of police during their interactions.

Since Mr. Scott’s death, local and national advocates — including the Charleston Area
Justice Ministry (CAJM), the ACLU of South Carolina, the local NAACP Branch, and LDF
- have called for policing reforms, including a review of NCPD policies and practices to eliminate
racial bias. In 2016, under public pressure, Mayor Summey and former Police Chief Driggers
invited the U.S. Department of Justice Community Oriented Policing Services Office (DOJ) to
conduct and publicly release a comprehensive evaluation of NCPD. In 2017, new leadership at
DOJ abandoned its review of the NCPD. North Charleston officials have since refused to conduct
a similar public assessment, choosing instead to review NCPD policies in secret and issuing a
community survey of predominantly white residents missing an opportunity to capture the views
of a diverse cross section of the city.

A racial bias audit of NCPD police practices is long overdue. City leaders and activists
have demanded it. The neighboring City of Charleston has conducted an audit of its police
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https://www.wistv.com/story/1390803/ncharleston-settles-wrongful-death-lawsuit-for-70000/
https://www.wistv.com/story/1559877/sled-concludes-investigation-into-fatal-police-shooting-of-nchas-man/
https://www.salon.com/2015/04/08/it_wasnt_just_walter_scott_the_north_charleston_police_department_has_a_shocking_record_of_abuse_allegations/
https://www.salon.com/2015/04/08/it_wasnt_just_walter_scott_the_north_charleston_police_department_has_a_shocking_record_of_abuse_allegations/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/apr/09/second-officer-walter-scott-video-sued-stomping
https://www.salon.com/2015/04/08/it_wasnt_just_walter_scott_the_north_charleston_police_department_has_a_shocking_record_of_abuse_allegations/
https://www.live5news.com/2019/12/23/lawsuit-accuses-north-charleston-police-former-chief-excessive-force/
https://www.naacpldf.org/files/about-us/NAACP%20LDF%20report%20on%20North%20Charleston%20Police%20Dept%20FINAL%20July%202017.pdf
https://www.charlestoncitypaper.com/TheBattery/archives/2016/04/19/nehemiah-action-assembly-calls-on-local-leaders-for-policing-reform
https://www.charlestoncitypaper.com/TheBattery/archives/2016/04/19/nehemiah-action-assembly-calls-on-local-leaders-for-policing-reform
https://www.naacpldf.org/files/about-us/NAACP%20LDF%20et%20al%20Letter%20to%20Attorney%20General%20Lynch%20re%20N.%20Charleston%20-%20FINAL%20UPDATED.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/feds-review-north-charleston-cops-after-walter-scott-shooting-n575446
https://abcnews4.com/news/local/doj-abandons-review-of-north-charleston-pd-local-committee-to-go-forward-in-its-place
https://www.northcharleston.org/wp-content/uploads/North-Charleston-Community-Report.pdf
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/group-calls-for-racial-bias-audit-of-north-charleston-police/article_363fcd96-8317-11e9-ae43-830d9f890e7e.html
https://www.live5news.com/2019/11/08/charleston-police-chief-racial-bias-audit-we-own-it-we-embrace-it/

department and is using the results to inform improvements to policing services. It is time for
North Charleston to do the same. To build trust between North Charleston’s communities of
color and police, we strongly urge city officials to hire qualified, independent auditors who
will evaluate actual and perceived racial bias in NCPD’s policies and practices and publicly
release their findings and recommendations for reform.

Signed,

Charleston Area Justice Ministry
ACLU of South Carolina
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.
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