
HOW TO ADVOCATE 
FOR YOURSELF AT 
THE STATEHOUSE
Or, “How To Talk With The People Who Work 
For You!”



AGENDA
•10 Minutes: Introductions & What We Know
•20 Minutes: Presentation
•10 Minutes: Letter/testimony writing exercise
•15 Minutes: Share exercise and talk about 
strategy
•5 Minutes: Questions and Next Steps



OUR FOCUS 
TODAY

WHAT WE AREN’T GOING 
TO COVER:
How a bill becomes a law

We’re going to focus 
on Committees and 
how to interact 
with your 
legislators during 
the committee 
process.



THE BASICS
•Committees consider 
bills about a specific 
subject
•The majority of the 
work is done here
•Committees determine 
whether or not 
legislation will be 
debated by the full 
House or Senate

COMMITTEES



THE BASICS
•Members of the public 
can write letters or 
emails, attend 
committee meetings and 
speak directly with 
committee members
•Members of the public 
share opinions, and 
either…

COMMITTEES



THE BASICS
•A bill will die in 
committee and never 
see the light of day, or…

COMMITTEES



THE BASICS
•A bill will advance from 
the committee and is on 
its way to become a law!

COMMITTEES







WHERE TO FIND COMMITTEE 
INFORMATION
scstatehouse.gov

@SCSenate
@SCHouse











WHEN THE 
ACLU CALLS
Because the legislative 
calendars are posted on 
Friday, there’s not a lot of 
time to plan!  
• Read your email for 

relevant information
• Does it resonate with you?
• Do you feel compelled to 

share your story or 
opinion with your elected 
officials (i.e., your 
employees).  



SHARING YOUR POSITION

Delivering Testimony
• Check the committee calendars 

for date, time & location of the 
meeting
• Write your testimony

• Consult the “how to” handout

• Dress and behave professionally
• Arrive early
• Sign in 
• Relax, and remember that these 

folks work for you!

Writing Letters
• Find out who your legislators are

• https://www.scstatehouse.gov/legisla
torssearch.php

• Find their address
• Write your letter

• Consult the “how to” handout

• Send your letter
• Follow up with a phone call or email 

if you don’t hear back



Why I care.

Personal 
Story

3rd Finger:
• This is important to 

me because ________.

What is my issue?

2nd Finger:
• I’m here to talk about 

______.

Introduce yourself.

1st Finger:
• Name
• Where you live
• I’m a constituent!

M
ake th

e ask.

5th Finger:
• Will you support 

$______ in funding?
• Can we count on you 

to support Bill #____?

W
hy the Legislature should care.

4th Finger:
• This is an important 

issue in our state 
because _________.



Full Senate and House 
Schedules
•You can use links to read bills, track bills, 
review sponsors and see when a bill will be 
before the full Senate or House.











EXERCISE
• Fetal Heartbeat Bill
• Bans abortion as soon as a heartbeat 

is detected, with exemptions for the 
life of the mother, fetal anomalies or 
incest.

• Funding for new voting machines
• Dedicating funds to replacing our 

current voting machines with ones 
that have an auditable paper trail.

• Hate Crimes
• Adding statutory language to define 

hate crimes and provides for 
punishment.

Take 10 minutes to 
practice writing either 
a letter or testimony 
on an issue you are 
passionate about.  
Some examples of 
what we’re expecting 
this upcoming session 
are…



NEXT STEPS

Ask #1
• Commit to 

communicatin
g with your 
legislators 
this upcoming 
session, and 
follow the 
ACLU’s work 
at the capital.

Ask #2
• Commit to 

sharing what 
you’ve learned 
with a group 
in your area 
and encourage 
participation.

Ask #3
• Show up at 

“ACLU Day at 
the State 
Capitol” on 
January 16 
for a post-
legislative 
breakfast 
rally!



THANK YOU!

Jessica McFadden
Communications Director
jmcfadden@aclusc.org
(843) 282-7951

mailto:jmcfadden@aclusc.org



